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Emergent forms of death warning: 
highly toxic experiments 
AbstRAct
This paper examines how liberal discourses 
and moral sensibilities concerning the 
management of life turn into a war against 
life in the name of life itself. In particular it 
asks, under what conditions is the right to 
make killable, to allow to live, or to expose 
to death exercised in relation to rural 
landscapes and populations in southern 
Colombia. This paper is interested in 
thinking-with and living-with those 
landscapes whose human and non-human 
populations find themselves the object of, 
as well as inadvertently confronted by and 
entangled with, emergent forms of death. 
It also poses questions about what modes 
of resilience, embedded in struggle rather 
than transcendence, may be emerging 
out of ‘wounded spaces’ that have been 
fractured by violence, and that are pitted 
with sites where life (in its largest sense) 
has been irretrievably torn. 
Key words: emergent forms of death, 
ecologies of place, politics of hope, 
making killable
Resumen
Este ensayo examina cómo discursos y 
sensibilidades liberales en relación con el 
manejo de la vida, pueden tornarse en 
guerra contra la vida a nombre de la vida 
misma. En particular, se pregunta bajo 
cuáles condiciones el derecho de ‘volver 
asesinable’, de dejar vivir, o de exponer a 
la muerte es ejercido en relación con los 
paisajes y poblaciones rurales en el sur 
de Colombia. Este artículo intenta ‘pensar-
con’ y ‘vivir-con’ aquellos paisajes cuyas 
poblaciones humanas y no humanas son 
objeto de, así como inadvertidamente 
confrontadas por y enredadas con, formas 
de muerte emergentes. También sugiere 
preguntas acerca de qué modos de 
resiliencia, envueltos en la lucha más que 
en prácticas de transcendencia, pueden 
surgir desde los ‘espacios lacerados’ que 
han sido fracturados por la violencia, y que 
han sido impactados por aquellos sitios 
donde la vida (en su sentido más amplio) 
ha sido irreversiblemente fragmentada. 
Palabras claves: formas de muerte 
emergentes, ecologías del lugar, política 
de la esperanza, ‘volver asesinable’. 


















































The only solution is to arm yourself,
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The previously implemented policies that were imposed 
talked of zero coca. Zero coca is like talking zero Quechuas, 
Aymaras, Mojenos, Chiquitanos in my country. This is a 
green coca leaf. It is not the white of cocaine. This coca leaf 
represents Andean culture. It is a leaf that represents the 
environment and the hope for our people. It is very lamentable 
that due to bad customs the coca leaf is derailed into an illegal 
problem. We are conscious of this and that is why we say 
as producers of the coca leaf that there will not be free coca 


























The	protests	of	campesinos	colonos	 and	 indigenous	 (arhuacos	and	kogis)	
pueblos,	and	Washington’s	decision	not	to	insist	on	the	strategy,	led	to	the	
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whose	populations	 find	 themselves	 the	object	of,	as	well	as	 inadvertently	

























































to	 it	 since	 we	 are	 always	 considering	 relations	 within	 a	 cultural	 process.	
In	 my	 project,	 I	 refer	 to	 emergent	 forms	 of	 death	 related	 to	 politics	 and	
science	(i.e.	emergent	chemistries	of	destruction	connected	to	scientific,	social,	










of	 the	 nation-state,	 but	 within	 paralegal	 entities,	 as	 well	 as	 transnational	
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are	rich	for	livelihood	and	rich	in	species	diversity,	and	where	naturescultures	
are	subject	to	historical	changes	as	they	struggle	to	survive	in	the	midst	of	


























































































begin	 to	 shut	 down,	 re-appear	 in	 new	 areas,	 and	 become	 disaggregated	
into	 distinct	 categories	 that	 come	 under	 attack	 (again):	 delincuentes, 



































































bombs	 of	 neoliberalism	 serve	 to	 attack	 territories	 (national	 states)	 by	 the	






through	oppressive	means.	 Just	 as	Sander	Rajan	 (Rajan:	2006)	argues	 that	
“biocapital”	is	a	form	of	enterprise	inextricable	from	contemporary	systems	
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through War says the government. El Gobierno nos saca a balas say the people. 













politics	 might	 look	 like	 under	 these	 conditions.	 She	 also	 draws	 attention	
to	how	the	extension	of	pre-emptive	warfare	 to	 include	the	sphere	of	 the	
environmental	and	the	biopolitical	conflates	the	externalization	of	war	with	
the	evolution	of	life	on	earth-	as	if	permanent	war	were	simply	a	fact	of	life,	






this	 framework,	 the	 whole	 of	 life	 must	 be	 secured	 and	 this	 securitization	
becomes	 both	 an	 antiwar	 stance	 and	 the	 rhetorical	 justification	 for	 pre-














































Taking	 up	 Cooper’s	 suggestion	 to	 analyze	 the	 nexus	 between	 military	
security,	politics	of	life,	and	new	forms	of	speculative	capitalism	(including	










































































































































La hoja de coca tiene venas. Tiene ramitas. Tiene caminos. Trace the 
veins of the leaf as they splay outward. Think about where these tiny 
pathways take you. To the mouth of a mambeador, steamed in cups of 
tea, passed around an Andean bus, in facial cream smeared across a 
woman’s face, stuffed in Baggies in someone’s stomach, sliding down 
the intravenous drip of a terminally ill patient, cartoon characters on 
a T-shirt: COCA is not COCAINE! The yellowed leaves crunch beneath 
your feet as you cross a defoliated field, they are in a sack in the back 
of a pick-up truck, sold on a street corner in La Paz, peeking out of 
a pouch hanging from a man’s neck, in Coca Cola advertisements 
and wonder drug elixirs. Children draw pictures.. pure green…then 
yellow..then black. My neighbor knows it well. This powder pays the 
rent. So does the man with a knife in his left hand, crack happy every 





















































of	 populations	 through	 expert	 knowledge	 and	 disciplinary	 apparatuses	
and	techniques	of	control,	there	is	yet	a	powerful	connection	between	the	
sovereign	and	its	subjects	emerging	around	the	state	of	exception.	The	negative	
referent	 of	 biopolitical	 sovereignty	 for	 Agamben	 is	 the	 figure	 of	 archaic	
Roman	law-	homo sacer-	that	is	the	embodiment	of	“bare	life”	because	it	can	
be	taken	by	anyone	without	any	mediation	from	law	and	without	incurring	
the	guilt	of	homicide.	Neither	bios (political	 life)	nor	zoç (biological	 life),	






































































concerned	 with	 the	 discursive	 and	 ideal	 notions	 and	 practices	 associated	
with	 the	 formation	 of	 the	 liberal	 European	 state,	 Mbembé	 addresses	 the	
present-day	prevalence	of	systematic	acts	of	spectacular	death	(economies 
of massacre, management of the multitudes, bulldozing, infrastructural 





















of	the	political	right	of	the	sovereign	away	from	the	right to kill	(and	the	concomitant	letting live) 
in	his	meticulous	description	of	the	impact	of	statistics	and	the	invention	of	population	as	an	object	
of	knowledge	and	regulation	in	the	nineteenth	century.	This	shift	focuses	on	the	heterogeneous	
















































As	 an	 analytical	 tool,	 then,	 necropolitics	 pushes	 us	 to	 think	 beyond	 the	
production	of	death	in	defense	of	liberal	notions	of	the	“common	good”.	I	
agree	that	we	can	not	only	attribute	politics	of	death	to	the	failure	of	regulatory	
mechanisms	 to	 produce	 desired	 subjects	 or	 to	 states’	 claim	 that	 a	 certain	





damage”,	 we	 can	 identify	 an	 economics	 to	 massacre.	 Military	 manpower	














the	 “population”	 in	 the	pursuit	of	 this	 state	of	 equilibrium,	 this	homeostasis	 is	 fragile.	At	 any	










































2007)	 -or	 the	active	 relationships	between	what	he	calls	 “a	set	of	natural 
givens	-rivers,	marshes,	hills-	and	a	set	of	artificial givens-	an	agglomeration	
of	individuals,	houses,	roads,	markets	etc.”	In	his	essay	entitled	11	January	
1978,	 Foucault	 argues	 that	 the	 circulation	 and	 relatedness	 between	 these	




































































































































also	entails	 the	 loss	of	human	rights.	Arendt	shows	how,	 in	attempting	 to	
regain	a	legal	identity	and	a	social	tie,	even	if	through	criminality,	the	actions	
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Medicine	 was	 promised	 not	 only	 to	 provide	 a	 culture-neutral	 test	 of	 the	
competent	mind	and	body,	but	also	as	a	means	to	cure	the	unfit	and	misfit	and	
thus,	create	liberty	where	there	had	been	bondage.	Drawing	so	fundamentally	
on	 the	ancient	metaphor	of	 the	health	of	 the	 “body	politic”	while	 linking	










those	 who	 are	 passive	 aggressive,	 often	 self-destructive,	 and	 occasionally	
prone	to	irrational	outbursts	will	reject	the	“care-giver’s	care”.	This	hypothesis	




What	 may	 this	 mean	 for	 contemporary	 liberal	 ethics	 and	 humanitarian	
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intermittent	contact,	 liberalism	as	medicine	also	acts	as	a	pedagogical	 tool	


















































































Patriótica	 members	 and	 of	 Esperanza,	 Paz	 y	 Libertad),	 the	 rupture	 of	 the	
pact	 (as	has	happened	many	 times	 in	 the	negotiations	between	 the	FARC	



























































Witness	 for	 Peace,	 make	 the	 claim	 based	 on	 violations	 of	 rights	 to	 food	
sovereignty,	health,	and	livelihood,	as	well	as	incorporating	environmental	
discourses.	 Thus,	 how	 do	 rights	 oriented	 communities	 emerge?	 McLagan	
suggests	 that	 to	 answer	 this	question	we	need	 to	 trace	 the	production	of	
publicness	and	 the	summoning	of	witnessing	publics	 (McLagan:	2005).	 In	
general,	 I	 am	 interested	 in	 how	 a	 given	 subject	 matter	 gets	 (or	 does	 not	















be	 taken,	but	not	 lost.	As	Haraway	 reminds	us,	we	must	also	 reject	 these	
practices	 of	 calculation	 and	 self-sure	 hierarchies	 in	 our	 working	 relations	






human	 rights	discourses	 (Asad:	 2003;	Brown:	 2004;	Grewal:	 2005;	Cheah:	
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there	are	more	than	one	responsive	entity	present.	Ethics	is	therefore	not	about	






Haraway,	 for	example,	being	 in	 the	co-presence	of	animals	demands	 that	
instead	of	thinking	of	them	as	sacrificable,	we	recognize	that	they	have	face,	
that	they	are	somebody	as	well	as	something,	just	as	we	humans	are	both	



















for	 all	 ‘workers’:	 animals,	 plants	 and	 humans	 etc.	 Breaking	 the	 sacrificial	
logic	that	parses	who	is	and	is	not	killable	might	lead	to	changes	that	result	














































I do not work for anyone now. There is nothing to lose. I do not work for anyone 
now. There is nothing to lose. This	morning	it	is	the	bus	driver	who	demands	
he	get	off.	This	morning	it	is	the	bus	driver	who	beats	him	in	the	face.	To work 
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is	of	a	group	of	widows	who	return	to	stand	in	front	of	the	scorched	walls	
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